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March  l?tn,  1914 


Hon.  Ru  Ai.  Pyne, 

Minister  of  Education, 

Toronto. 

My  hear  Dr.  Pyne': 

A  small  committee  representing  the  Uni versitieis  of  the 
Province  net  in  rry  otti.ce  on  Saturday  morning  to  consider  tne  relation 
between  the  Matriculation  examination,  whicn  is  now  neld  under  the  auspices 
ot  the  Universities,  and  the  Normal  Entrance  examinations,  which  are 
conducted  by  tne  Department  ot  Education. 

As  you  are  aware  tne  standards  ot  tnese  two  examinations 
nave  in  tne  last  tew  years  approximated  to  each  other  so  closely  that  a 
larger  proportion  ot  students  each  year  take  subjects  in  the  Normal  Entrance 
examinations.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  by  passing  that 
examination  tney  have  tn*  privilege  both  of  wintering  tne  Normal  Schools  or 
of  naving  it  count  towards  their  matriculation  at  tne  Universities. 

There  has  been  on  the  pajrt  of  the  Universities  a  growing  feeling  that  in 
this  way  a  large  part  of  the  matriculation  examinations  is  slipping  beyond 
their  control,  and  as  you  may  realise  the  Universities  always  will  desire 
to  have  a  voice  in.  determining  tne  Quality  of  the  examinations  which  are 
set  for  tne  entrance!  to  their  classes. 

From  information  that  we  have  received  from  various  parts 
of  the  Province  one  realises  also  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of 
irritation  arising  out  oi  tne  two  examinations  being  held.  In  a  certain 
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March  17th,  1914 


sense  It  requires  double  work  Iron*  the  teachers,  and  occasional l.y  owing  to 
the  uncertainty  of  examinations  there  are  disappointments,  because  oi  the 
results  of  pupils  who  get  different  awards  in  the  two  examinations. 

In  try  own  j udgnrent  it  would  be  unwise  for  the  Universities  to 
refuse  to  recognise  the  Normal  Entrance  papers.  This  would  only  add 
confusion  to  tne  schools.  Tne  committee  therefore  in  order  to  meet  these 
conditions  suggest  tha.t  perhaps  a  solution  of  the  difficulties  might  be 
found  if  the  Universities  were  to  drop  their  examination  in  the  four 
subjects  ot  the  Normal  Entrance:, -  Fnglish,  History,  Mathematics  and  Science., 
but  that  the  Matriculation  Hoard  should  continue  to  appoint  examiners  in 
these  subjects,  who  might  be  shown  the  examination  auctions  when  they  are 
drawn  up,  and  act  in  an  advisory  capacity.. In  tne  sa;ie  way  the  Universities 
tnrougn  tne  Matriculation  Beard  retaining  its  examination  in  Latin  and  tne 
other  languages  might  submit  Its  auestions  to  an  advisory  committee  appointee 
for  this  purpose  by  the  Department  of  Education.  The  Department  would  then 
be  entirely  responsible  for  naif  of  tne  examination  as  at  present,  and  the 
Universities  as  at  present  would  retain  control  over  the  other  half,  liiach 
would  nave  the  advantage  of  further  criticism  and  advice  from  an  advisory 
committee.  It  should  not  be  difficult  to  work  this  out  in  practise,  and 
it  would  result  I  should  hope  in  tne  long  run  in  a  mere  careful  consideratio 
of  the  pacers  even  tnan  is  given  at  presemt. 

I  should  like  to  nave  your  opinion  on  this  matter,  because 
if  you  are  favourable  towards  it:,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  have  it 
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brought  before  our  Senate,  and  the  fact  tnat  you  are  favourable  towards 
it  will  undoubtedly  be  a  strong  factor  in  ennabling  rre  to  oersuade  the 
Senate  to  adopt  such  a  cosition. 

With  kind  regards,  I  a;r, 

Yours  sinoeirely, 


President. 


